[The virtual image of the incus].
The virtual image of the incus formed by the saline lens is an aid to the safe dissection of the antrum. The saline irrigation fluid indeed may act as a thin negative lens which permits at the antrum the visualization of the image of the incus, around the corner of the bony canal wall overhang. This warning device, predicting the exposure of the incus, prevent in this way inadvertent contact of this ossicle by the power drill and subsequent acoustic trauma.